
6. Daily life



Get bicycle insurance for your protection‼
Numerous students use bicycles daily. Recently there has been an increase 
in the number of bicycle-related accidents and accidents resulting in high 
compensation cases.
Please follow the rules when using a bicycle, and have bicycle insurance in 
case of emergencies.

※Bicycle Traffic Rules (only in Japanese)

※Q&A for Bicycle Use (only in Japanese)

※TRAFFIC SAFETY GUIDELINES
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(1) Use of Bicycles

https://www.police.pref.okinawa.jp/docs/2015030400384/files/jitensya_rules-2.pdf
https://www.police.pref.okinawa.jp/docs/2015062200044/files/jitensya_q_and_a.pdf
https://www.npa.go.jp/english/bureau/traffic/index.html#other


Traffic accidents involving international students occur every year.
Please do not drive a motorcycle or car unless it is essential to avoid traffic accidents.

● Foreign Driver’s Licenses and International 

Driving Permits

If you need to drive a vehicle, a Japanese driver's license may be issued based on a driver's license obtained in a foreign 
country. For more information, including the documents required for application, contact the Okinawa Prefectural Police 
Driver's License Center.

Traffic rules on campus
*When entering the campus by car or motorcycle, a permit is 
required.
*The maximum speed for vehicles on campus is 20 km/h.
*No helmets are allowed on motorcycles.
You are required to observe the rules of good manners.
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(2) Drivers  License

https://www.keishicho.metro.tokyo.lg.jp/multilingual/english/traffic_safety/drivers_licenses/index.html?source=post_page---------------------------
https://www.police.pref.okinawa.jp/docs/2015022800161/


If you need to drive a car or motorcycle, you have to have compulsory insurance (liability 
insurance) and voluntary insurance and ensure that you are covered.

Note that a “Garage Certificate,” a document proving that the vehicle has a place to be stored, 
is required when purchasing a car. (For light vehicles, a garage certificate may not be 
necessary depending on the municipality.)

Please note that you cannot receive a “Garage Certificate" for parking in the Senbaru
Dormitory, International House, or on-campus parking lots.
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(3) Car insurance and Garage Certificate

Please consult with your supervisor well in advance of purchasing a car or motorcycle, taking these matters into 
consideration.



Most apartments in Japan require a "joint guarantor" at the time of contract when 
renting.

In principle, you must find a joint guarantor by yourself. However, if it is difficult to find 
someone on your own, the University of the Ryukyus will accept a joint guarantor for 
international students' apartment rental contracts under certain conditions.

≪Application Requirements≫
① Students enrolled at the University of the Ryukyus (undergraduate, graduate, and 
research students) 
② Resident status must be "Student".
③ The applicant must join the Japan Educational Exchanges and Services (JEES) 
"Comprehensive Compensation for Foreign Students' Housing".

Please refer to page 34 of the "Guidebook for International Students" for application procedures.
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(4) Housing Insurance Policy

https://ges.skr.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/guidebook_international_students2022-1.pdf


In Japan, waste must be separated into several types and disposed of 
separately. The method of separating waste differs in each municipality, so 
please read the "Garbage Separation and Collection" pamphlet for your area 
carefully. If you do not follow the proper procedure, they will not take your 
waste. This can also cause trouble with residents.

Waste is mainly classified into the following four categories. Please visit the 
municipality's website where you live for more information on what falls 
into what category.
1. Burnable garbage

2. Non-burnable garbage

3. Recyclables

4. Large Items
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(5) Methods of Waste Disposal
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