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Living with Your Family in Okinawa - Certificate of Eligibility

If International students studying in Japan under the residence status of College Student wishes to bring family
members to Japan, permission to do so must be acquired from the immigration office. Please note that family
members who can be brought to Japan are limited to spouses and children.

There are two ways of acquiring visas for family members to enter and stay in Japan. One way is to submit a visa
application directly to an overseas Japanese embassy or consulate. The second way is for the foreign student to
make an application for a Certificate of Eligibility at an immigration office in Japan on behalf of his/her family.
Once the Certificate of Eligibility is granted, the student should send it to his/her family, who then takes it to a
Japanese embassy or consulate to apply for a visa. The following documents are necessary for the application for
a Certificate of Eligibility for bringing family members to Japan.

[ Documents to be submitted ]

1 Application form for Application for Certificate of Eligibility (The application form is available at the
immigration office and the Global Education Section. You can also download it from the Immigration
Bureau of Japan website.)

2 Passport and resident card (and photocopies of each document) of the foreign student making the
application

3 Certificate of Enrollment showing your current student status

4 One of the following documents that prove the relationship between the foreign student making the
application and his/her family member(s) being brought to Japan:

>  (In the case of a spouse) Marriage certificate (photocopy)
>  (In the case of a child) Birth certificate (photocopy)

» Documents that are the equivalent to the above
5 Document verifying the income of the foreign student making the application.

>  Certificate of deposit balance for a bank account in the name of the foreign student making the
application or a document verifying that the foreign student is receiving a scholarship or financial aid
(listing the amount and period of the grant)

» Documents that are the equivalent to the above, which certify that the foreign student making the
application can defray all financial costs of supporting his/her family members in Japan

6 A passport copy of the family member(s) being brought to Japan

7  One passport-sized (3cm x 4cm) photograph of each relevant family member(s) (Taken within 3 months of
the application; clear upper-body shot taken from the front with no head coverings against a plain white,
blue or gray background)

8  Self-addressed envelope (attached with sufficient postage)

HThe residence status of the family member will be "Dependent." Note that if the family member wishes to
remain in Japan beyond the original period of stay, he/she will also need to make an application for Extension of
Period of Stay.

O Immigration Bureau of Japan
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