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About The University of the Ryukyus

The University of the Ryukyus is located on the island of Okinawa, the southernmost prefecture of 
Japan, and consists of seven faculties and nine graduate schools. Okinawa, an island prefecture located 
in the sub-tropics, has a unique ecosystem and distinct traditional culture. It has a long history of 
establishing relationships with other countries, and its thriving overseas trade in the period between the 
14th and 16th centuries is one such example. Such exchanges have created a diverse and multicultural 
society in Okinawa. In order to sustain and further develop such unique features of Okinawa, the 

studies, and Ryukyuan/Okinawan cultural studies, all of which take advantage of Okinawa's regional 
characteristics. The university also aims to nurture well-rounded individuals imbued with knowledge and 
capabilities for social contribution on a global and regional scale.
As a university with local and global features, our university has actively promoted international 

university has concluded academic exchange agreements with 137 institutions in 44 countries and areas 
worldwide, resulting in a cosmopolitan and dynamic campus environment with many international students 
from all over the world.

7 faculties

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Faculty of Global and Regional Studies

Faculty of Education

Faculty of Science

Faculty of Medicine

Faculty of Engineering

Faculty of Agriculture

9 Graduate Schools

Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences

Graduate School of Community Engagement and Development

Graduate School of Education

Graduate School of Medicine

Graduate School of Health Sciences

Graduate School of Engineering and Science

Graduate School of Agriculture

Graduate School of Law

The United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences, Kagoshima University
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人文社会学部
Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences is a unique alignment of three departments - Law, Politics, 
and International Relations; Philosophy, Psychology, and Sociology; History, Folklore, Literature, and 
Linguistics focused on the Ryukyu Islands and Asia - offering students the choice of eight educational 

with the comprehensive disciplines of Humanities and Social Sciences. Such an approach enables us to 
provide students with opportunities to acquire a broad - yet deep - range of knowledge. Within this 
academic community, students will attain competence in four essential areas: critical thinking to widen 
perspectives, profound knowledge in search and pursuit of truth, the ability to conceive creative ideas, 
and literacy to share initiatives with both local and global communities.
At the core of our curricula are the principles of education for peace, the construction of an inclusive 
society and studies on Okinawa. Our programs aim to develop students into global citizens equipped with 
vital skills for navigating the 21st century: respect for the dignity of individuals and human rights, the 
promotion of peace and an understanding of Okinawan society, and the ability to contribute to global 
sustainability.
Our programs are focused on imbuing in students the ability to identify critical issues as well as 
nurturing their capacity for tackling such concerns with timely and innovative solutions. Educational 
strategies to achieve this end have been actively worked into the curricula of each of the faculty's 
departments and programs.

Departments Areas of Study 

Law, Politics and International
Relations

● Law
● Politics / International Relations

Sociology and Human Sciences
● Philosophy 
● Sociology
● Psychology

Ryukyuan and Asian Studies
● History/ Folklore
● Linguistics
● Literature
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国際地域創造学部
Faculty of Global and Regional Studies

The Faculty of Global and Regional Studies aims to produce skilled professionals who possess expertise 
along with a global perspective, which are crucial for promoting regional industries and culture, and  
addressing increasingly diversifying regional issues.
To achieve these educational objectives, the faculty offers programs in Tourism Sciences, Management, 
Economics, Global Languages and Cultures, Geography, History, and Anthropology. Together, these 
programs provide students with a comprehensive curriculum that fosters both disciplinary expertise and 
an interdisciplinary foundation, enabling them to effectively tackle complex social challenges on both 
regional and international levels.

Department Programs of Study 

Global and Regional Studies
● Tourism Sciences
●Management
● Economics
● Global Languages and Cultures
● Geography, History, and Anthropology
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教育学部
Faculty of Education

The Elementary and Secondary School Teacher Training Program trains future elementary, junior 
high school, and special needs education school teachers. Students who have completed this program 

special needs education school teaching certificate. The Faculty of Education provides an education 
with a regional focus as students are taught to incorporate local materials into their teaching methods. 
To integrate theory with practice and enhance practical teaching skills, the faculty incorporates many 
classes on educational sites and encourage volunteer activities. With these efforts, the faculty aims 
to nurture teachers who are well-versed not only in their teaching subjects but are also adequately 
equipped as mentors to their students. Graduates of the faculty have gone on to serve in the education 

Department Areas of Study 

Elementary and Secondary School
Teacher Training Program

● Japanese ● Social Sciences ●Mathematics
● Natural Sciences ●Music ● Arts
● Health and Physical Education ● Technology and Engineering
● Human Life Science ● English
● School Education ● Special Needs Education
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理学部
Faculty of Science

The Faculty of Science offers three main majors: "Mathematical Sciences", "Physics and Earth 
Sciences" and "Chemistry, Biology and Marine Science". The faculty provides education spanning the 
entire scope of the natural sciences through five programs - Mathematics (Mathematical Sciences), 
Physics, Earth-environmental Sciences(Physics and Earth Sciences), Chemistry, and Biology (Chemistry, 

setting, allowing more personal interactions with teaching staff. In addition, the faculty has endeavored 
to reduce barriers to learning for all areas of study, and has also established general education subject 
requirements with the aim of helping students acquire a broader foundation in sciences.

Departments Areas of Study 

Mathematical Sciences ● Algebra and Geometry ●Mathematical Analysis
● Information Mathematics

Physics and Earth Sciences

(Physics Program )
(Earth-environmental Science 
  Program )

● Particle Physics ● Astrophysics
●Mathematical Physics ● Condensed Matter Physics
● Solid State Physics ● Geochemistry
●Meteorology ● Seismology
● Palaeontology

Chemistry, Biology and Marine
Science

(Chemistry Program )
(Biology Program )

● Physical and Organic Chemistry
● Analytical and Inorganic Chemistry
●Marine Chemistry ● Ecology and Systematics
● Cell and Functional Biology
●Marine Biology and Coral Reef Studies
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医学部
Faculty of Medicine

The aim of the Faculty of Medicine is to cultivate physicians, health science specialists, and researchers, 
who are not only equipped with knowledge and technical skills in the medical and health sciences but are 

Taking into consideration the unique natural environment, geographical location and historical 
characteristics of Okinawa, the Faculty is committed to tackling regionally unique issues such as 
the establishment of a locally based, self-contained model of medical treatment catered to island 
environments. In addition, the faculty consistently aims to engage in international academic exchange 

Department Areas of Study 

Medicine Refer to the page 12 of Graduate School of Medicine

Health Sciences

● Fundamental Nursing
● Adult and Gerontological Nursing
●Maternal and Child Nursing ● Community Health Nursing
● Basic Laboratory Sciences ● Clinical Laboratory Sciences
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工学部
Faculty of Engineering

The Faculty of Engineering aims at acquiring basic academic skills, specialized technical capabilities, a 
wide range of perspectives and practical skills in accordance with the needs of society, based on our 
interdisciplinary curriculum system which consists of one department with seven programs. In addition, 
Global Engineer Program (GE program), a six-year integrated program including the Master's Program, 
trains students to become highly specialized engineers who can contribute internationally. Students 
of GE program study specialized curriculum including "Technical English", "International Internship", 
"graduate school subjects" and "study abroad" from the third year. The Faculty of Engineering aims 
to develop human resources who can lead regional industries creating new values in sectors such as 
manufacturing, energy, information and communications, construction, environment, disaster prevention, 
and electrical power, and actively respond to the globalization of society.

Programs Areas of Study 

Mechanical Engineering Program ●Material Processing ● Applied Mechanics of Materials
● Fluid Engineering ● Thermal Engineering ●Mechanical Control

Energy and Environment Program
● Energy Conversion Engineering ●Multiscale Fluid Mechanics
● System Measurement ● System Design
●Materials and Environment Science

Electrical and Systems
Engineering Program

●Magnetic Engineering ● Power System Engineering
● Plasma Engineering ● Electrical Power Engineering
● Electrical Machinery Engineering
● Control and Systems Engineering ● Robotics
● Biomedical Engineering ● Atmospheric Electricity

Electronics and Communication
Engineering Program

● Inorganic and Organic Electronic Devices
● VLSI Design and Embedded Technology 
● Information and Communications Technology
● Information Processing and Analysis Technology
●Measurement Technology ● Optical Measurement Engineering
● Image Processing ● Computer Architecture

Civil Engineering Program

● Planning of Civil Engineering 
● Hydraulics, Coastal, River and Environmental Engineering 
● Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental Engineering
● Structural Design Engineering 
● Construction Materials Science and Engineering

Architecture and Building
Engineering Program 

● Architectural Design
● Urban Planning and Living Space Planning
● Architectural Environmental Engineering and Building System
● Building Materials, Construction and Production 
● Building Structural Engineering and Earthquake Resistance Engineering
● Disaster Prevention Engineering

Computer Science and
Intelligent Systems Program

● ● Intelligent Robotics
● Internet of Things (IoT) ● Information Security
●Wireless Communications ● Resourcefulness
● Data Science ● Biological Informatics
● Human Computer Interaction 8

農学部
Faculty of Agriculture

Taking full advantage of Okinawa's unique feature of being the only prefecture located in the 
subtropics, the Faculty of Agriculture aims to become a unique facility focusing on global food and 
environmental issues, as well as issues pertaining to the development of regional agriculture. The Faculty 
of Agriculture has four departments: Department of Subtropical Agro-Production Sciences, Department 
of Subtropical Agro-Environmental Sciences, Department of Regional Agricultural Engineering, and 
Department of Bioscience and Biotechnology. In addition, the Graduate School of Agriculture provides 
advanced education and research opportunities in its master's program in Subtropical Agriculture. This 
graduate program provides further learning initiatives in the four departments listed above. Highly 
motivated students who wish to become professional scientists may also enroll in the United Graduate 

Kagoshima University and Saga University.

Departments Areas of Study 

Subtropical Agro-Production
Sciences

● Agricultural and Forest Economics ● Plant Breeding Science
● Sustainable Animal Production Science
● Human and Agricultural Symbiotic Science

Subtropical Agro-Environmental 
Sciences

● Plant Functional Science ● Animal Functional Science
● Forest and Environmental Science
● Ecology and Environmental Science

Regional Agricultural Engineering ● Biosystems Engineering
● Rural Environmental Engineering

Bioscience and Biotechnology
● Biotechnology ● Food Science and Nutrition
● Fermentation and Life Science
● Health and Nutritional Science
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人文社会科学研究科
Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences

The Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences welcomes students of diverse backgrounds. The 

geographic, historical, and cultural backgrounds. By placing Okinawa/the Ryukyus in a global context, the 
program aims to train professionals and researchers capable of analyzing local and regional issues from 
multiple points of view. To strive to meet the varied needs of students, we also provide classes in the 
evenings and on Saturdays for those who hold full-time jobs.

Major Area of Study

Comparative Culture and 
Area Studies

● Archaeology ● Tourism Economics ● Global Sociology
● Communication Studies ● American Literature
● Environmental Literature ● Gender Studies
● Social Anthropology ● International History
●Modern Okinawan Literature ● Environmental Economics
● Geography ● Political Science
●Modern and Contemporary Okinawan History
● ● Critical Discourse Studies
● ● Ryukyuan History
● Korean Literature

Doctoral Program
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地域共創研究科
Graduate School of Community Engagement and Development

Launched in 2022, the Graduate School of Community Engagement and Development (CED) trains students to become 

develop students with skills in three primary areas: 1) students develop expertise in problem-solving skills to address 
issues of local and global importance, 2) engender students with self-directed autonomy in implementing their solutions, 
and 3) conduct themselves with a high degree of academic integrity including impeccable practicing of research ethics.
To achieve our goal, the CED offers five M.A. degree programs: Public Policy and Public Relations; Economics and 
Management; Language and Representation; Culture and Environment; and Clinical Psychology. Students will receive expert 
training to become highly specialized professionals with a broad understanding and robust expertise to bring society 
to reach reasonable solutions to diverse issues and problems faced by contemporary global and local communities. The 
cross-disciplinary required core courses allow students to garner basic knowledge and broader academic perspectives 
mandatory to address questions about local and global importance, particularly in tandem with Okinawa. The required 
core courses also provide students with opportunities to work with classmates with different research interests from 
various academic fields. We consider developing cross-disciplinary communication skills integral to their expertise today.  
The CED requires students to choose from two tracks as the fruition of their research*: 1) a thesis track 
where they write an M.A. thesis; 2) making a report about their tailor-made research project in which they 
propose an up-to-date and effective solution for a specific social problem. You are urged to contact a CED 
professor whose research matches your area of interest and seek advice orea of interest and seek advice on which tracks better serves 
your purpose. Finding a suitable faculty advisor is a first step before starting your academic career at CED. 

Master’s Program

Majors Programs Areas of Study 

Commnity
Engagement 
and 
Development

Public Policy and Public 
Relations 

● Political Science and Peace Studies
● Laws
● Sociology and Social Welfare

Economics and Management ● Economics  　● Business Administration
● Tourism Industries 

Language and Representation ● Human Sciences  　
● Language and Communication

Transcultural Representation Studies

Culture and Environment ● History and Anthropology
● Ryukyuan and Asian Studies
● Island Studies

Clinical Psychology ● Psychology
● Clinical Psychology

*The Clinical Psychology Program is thesis-track-only.
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教育学研究科

The Graduate School of Education offers a professional degree program.
The professional degree program, generally termed “kyoshoku daigakuin” in Japanese, provides 
opportunities to train and cultivate specialized practical teaching skills such as subject teaching and 
instruction, student guidance and classroom management with the cooperation of the educational 
authorities such as the Okinawa Prefectural Board of Education and local schools in Okinawa.
This program aims to train graduate students to overcome complicated and diverse issues facing school 

① Develop in teachers both universal, as well as contemporary, qualities and abilities to cope with 
changing societal times 
② Imbue in teachers the ability to utilize their academic knowledge to hone their skills in thought, 
judgment and expression
③ Tackle educational issues facing Okinawa such as foundational academic ability, student guidance, and 
organizational development. 
The school's overarching objective is to train teachers to be lifelong learners in mastering practical 
teaching skills with a positive attitude to research and to overcome issues facing education in Okinawa. 

learning. The school strives to develop talent over three career stages: new teachers should possess 
potential to lead with fresh teaching techniques; experienced teachers should be equipped with the 
ability to support learning and understand the needs of students, while senior teachers should be able 
to provide veteran advice on academic initiatives, student supervision and organizational development. 
This program accepts only applicants holding teaching licenses.

Professional Degree Program

Major ● Professional Teacher Education Course

Graduate School of Education
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医学研究科
Graduate School of Medicine

The doctoral program (major in medicine) of the Graduate School of Medicine aims to nurture 
outstanding individuals for the next generation - those who will be able to pave the way for 

program (major in medical science) are to accept a wide selection of students in areas closely related 
to medicine, and groom talented individuals capable of assuming leadership in life sciences, as well as in 
team medicine that support advanced medical technology.
In order to achieve these objectives, the graduate school has expanded entrance requirements in 
addition to boosting the entry of a diverse pool of talent by qualitative screening procedures, as well as 
actively enabling the admission of working adults.
Core pillars of fundamental and clinical research that are being conducted at the Graduate School 
of Medicine consists of, ① Research in Okinawan health and longevity, ② Research in diseases of 
subtropical regions, ③ Research in Okinawan social medicine and epidemiology, and ④ Research in 
regenerative and reconstructive medicine.

Major Areas of Study

Master’s Program

Graduate School of 
Medical Science

Doctoral Program

Graduate School of 
Medical

● Systems Physiology ● Radiology
● Neurosurgery ● Ophthalmology ● Child Health and Welfare
● Otorhinolaryngology, Head and Neck Surgery 
● Neuropsychiatry ● Regenerative Medicine 
● Advanced Genomic and Laboratory Medicine  ●Molecular Anatomy 
●Medical Genomics ● Human Biology and Anatomy 
●Molecular and Cellular Physiology ● Pharmacology
● Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery ● Anesthesiology 
● Orthopedic Surgery ● Urology 
● Oral and Maxillofacial Functional Rehabilitation  
● Emergency and Critical Care Medicine
● Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeutics ● Pharmacotherapy 
●Medical Biochemistry ● Biochemistry ● Pathology and Oncology
● Pathology and Cell Biology ● Public Health and Hygiene
● Legal Medicine
● Internal Medicine, Endocrinology, Diabetes and Metabolism, Hematology, Rheumatology
    
● Internal Medicine, Cardiovascular Medicine, Nephrology and Neurology
    
● Digestive and General Surgery
●Medical Science of Women and Reproduction 
●Microbiology and Oncology ● Bacteriology
● Immunology and Parasitology ● Dermatology
● Investigative Medicine
● Infectious, Respiratory and Digestive Medicine 
● Host Defense ● Vaccinology and Vaccine Immunology
● Virology ● Clinical Research and Quality Management
● Plastic and Reconstructive Surgey
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保健学研究科

The Graduate School of Health Sciences (Master's and Doctoral programs) aims to train leaders and researchers 

which conduct unique educational research regarding health and longevity on Okinawa, physical, psychosocial and 

for Public Health. Those who complete the doctoral course potentially work as researchers and leaders in 
universities, hospitals, laboratories, and international organizations.

Graduate School of Health Sciences

Major Areas of Study

Health Sciences ● Human Health Promotion
● International and Islands Health Sciences

Major Area of Study

Health Sciences ● Human Health Promotion
● International and Islands Health Sciences

Master’s Program

Doctoral Program

Special Graduate Programs 特別プログラム

and Japan. The program's academic year begins in October and ends in September, and all classes are held in English. In this program, the research 
related to various issues on public health policy and innovation is conducted. The aim of this program is to develop human resources who will 
contribute to the improvement of public health in their home countries. This course has been registered as one of the JICA Development Studies 
program since 2021, and is promoting education that includes learning about the history of health sector development in Japan and Okinawa and 
applying it to health sector development in low- and middle-income countries.

<Okinawa Global Health Science Program アジア太平洋地域の近未来的実践公衆衛生人材育成プログラム > 

Major Areas of Study

Health Sciences ● Human Health Promotion
● International and Islands Health Sciences

Master’s Program

Major Areas of Study

Health Sciences ● Human Health Promotion
● International and Islands Health Sciences

Doctoral Program
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理工学研究科
Graduate School of Engineering and Science

The Graduate School of Engineering and Science aims to educate and develop creative researchers, practical engineers 
and scientists with a broad background, international outlook, and a high degree of specialization. The Graduate School of 
Engineering and Science offers four majors in the master's program and three majors in the doctoral program. 

Majors Programs Areas of Study

Engineer-
ing

Solid Mechanics and
Materials 

● Strength of Materials ● Computational Mechanics ●Mechanics of Plasticity 
●Materials Process Engineering ● Composite materials ● Corrosion and Protection 

Thermal and Fluid
Engineering 

● Thermal Engineering ● Heat Transfer ● Transport Phenomena 
● Fluid Mechanics ● Fluid Machinery

Intelligent Machine Systems
●Measurement Systems ● Control Engineering 

Electrical Energy and Systems 
Control Engineering

●Magnetic Engineering ● Plasma Engineering ● Power Engineering
● Power System Engineering ● Power Electronics
● Electrical Machinery Engineering ● Atmospheric Electricity
● Control Engineering ● Biomedical Engineering

Electronic Systems and 
Devices 

● Electronic Materials Engineering ● VLSI System Design VLSI
● Electronic Devices Engineering ● Computational Intelligence
● Dependable Systems
● Engineering of Semiconductor Thin-Film Process
● Signal Processing Systems ●Wireless Communications Systems
● Image Processing ● Optical Measurement Engineering
● Computer Architecture

Civil Engineering Program

● Planning of Civil Engineering 
● Hydraulics, Coastal, River and Environmental Engineering 
● Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental Engineering ● Structural Design Engineering
● Construction Materials Science and Engineering
● Ocean Development Science and Technology

Architecture and Building Engi-
neering

● Architectural Design ● History and Theory of Architecture
● Urban and Regional Planning ● Community Environment and Planning
● Architectural Environmental Engineering and Building System Design
● Concrete Engineering ● Building Materials
● Computational Mechanics ● Seismic Design
● Foundation Engineering ●Wind and Earthquake Engineering

Computer Science and Intelli-
gent Systems Program

● Computer Systems ● Signal Processing ●Multimedia Communication
● Intelligent Information Processing ● Robotics ● Intelligent Systems
● Human Computer Interaction

Mathematical Sciences ● Theory of Numbers ● Topology ●Mathematical Analysis
● Theory of Probability ● Information Mathematics

Physics and Earth Sciences

● Particle Physics ● Astrophysics ●Mathematical Physics
● Condensed Matter Physics ● Solid State Physics 
● Subduction-Zone Magmatism ● Geochemistry ● Petrology
● Tectonics
● Atmospheric and Oceanic Physics ● Oceanography and Paleo-Oceanography 
●Meteorology ● Seismology ● Geomorphology

Chemistry, Biology and
Marine Science

● Physical Chemistry ● Organic Chemistry
● Analytical and Geochemistry ● Inorganic Chemistry 
● Natural Products Chemistry ● Ecology
● Phylogenetics and Taxonomy ● Cell Biology and Genetics
● Functional Biology ● Fisheries Biology ● Coral Reef Biology
● Tropical Biology

Master’s Program
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Majors Areas of Study

Material, Structural
and Energy Engineering

● Civil Engineering
● Hydraulics, Coastal, River. and Environmental Engineering 
● Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental Engineering
● Structural Design Engineering ● Construction Materials Science and Engineering
● Ocean Development Science and Technology ● Intelligent Materials
● Structural Design and Processing
●Momentum and Heat Transfer, and Energy Conversion
● Information Development Systems
● Power Engineering ● Electronic Devices Engineering

Interdisciplinary
Intelligent Systems
Engineering

● Social System Planning for Civil Engineering
● Living Environment Engineering ● Environmental System Engineering
● Intelligent Systems Engineering

Marine and
Environmental Sciences

● Environmental Science of Island Archipelago ● Environmental Material Physics
● Life Environmental Science ●Marine Biology
● Function of Island Ecosystem ● Chemistry ● Tropical Biology

Doctoral Program
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Special Graduate Programs    特別プログラム

The Graduate School of Engineering and Science offers special programs for international students. 
The programs attract many international students, from countries in Asia and island nations of the 

thesis guidance are all held in English.

<Resilient Smart City Program  災害に強いレジリエントシティ構築プログラム  > 

climate change. Recruitment for this program is for October enrollment, where graduation is expected in September.

Majors

● Engineering
Solid Mechanics and Materials Engineering
Thermal and Fluid Engineering 
Intelligent Machine Systems
Electrical Energy and Systems Control Engineering 
Electronic Systems and Devices 
Civil Engineering Program
Architecture and Building Engineering Program 
Computer Science and Intelligent Systems Program

Majors ●Material, Structural and Energy Engineering
● Interdisciplinary Intelligent Systems Engineering

Master’s Program

Doctoral Program

<Leadership for ASEAN Marine Environments and Resources (LA MER) Program
　ASEAN諸国等の海洋環境・生物資源に関する指導者育成プログラム > 
This program is, with our long-accumulated experience on subtropical marine sciences, dedicated not only to foster future leaders 
capable of contributing to the conservation of marine environments and resource management of marine life, but also to enhance 
international cooperation in response to both SDG #14 (“Life Under Water”) and the growing demand for managing economic 
development and conservation of marine environments in ASEAN countries and around the world. Recruitment for this program is 
for either April/October enrollments, and graduation is expected in March/September.

Majors ● Physics and Earth Sciences
● Chemistry, Biology and Marine Science

Major ●Marine and Environmental Sciences

Master’s Program

Doctoral Program

Engineering Course

Science Course
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農学研究科

The Graduate School of Agriculture focuses on nurturing talented individuals who are able to adapt 
to the demands of a rapidly changing environment and contribute widely to society. Building upon the 
broad-based foundation of the faculty's undergraduate program, the Graduate School reorganized 
its education programs into a systematic structure encompassing the broad areas of subtropical 
agriculture and began offering one integrated course in Subtropical Agriculture in 2011. The aim of this 
reorganization is to build professional skills in students for the development of high-quality researchers 
and engineers capable of researching creatively into stable bio-production and sustainable uses of 

ability to resolve agricultural issues faced by subtropical regions such as Okinawa.
The Graduate School's curriculum consists of systematic courses of core educational subjects, 
specialized subjects and applied expansive subjects. Core education subjects promote advanced 
knowledge necessary for flexible thinking and deep insight, while specialized and expansive subjects 
spanning four specialized courses nurture problem-solving ability for the resolution of agricultural issues 
facing the region. In addition to experiential education programs that focus on education and research 
concerning food, agriculture, environment and resources, while developing advanced specialist knowledge 
and technology crucial towards the development of tropical and subtropical regions in Asia and the 

Graduate School of Agriculture

Major Areas of Study

Subtropical Agriculture
● Agro-Production Sciences Course
● Agro-Environmental Sciences Course
● Regional Agricultural Engineering Course
● Bioscience and Biotechnology Course

Master’s Program
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Graduate School of Law

The fundamental aim of the Graduate School of Law is to nurture legal professionals who respect sexual 
diversity, and who are able to not only serve the local community, but also possess an international mind-
set. This involves making the most of the geographical, cultural and political characteristics of Okinawa 
in legal education. The school educates students to become legal professionals who can deal with 
the many diverse issues in Japanese society today with a keen sense of humanity and a cosmopolitan 
outlook. Courses concentrate not just on providing students with a comprehensive command of law, but 
also instilling a solid sense of humanity in their sensitivity. We believe this to be essential for legal 
professionals in terms of the wide variety of legal issues they will face in the future.
The basic legal subjects for training technical legal knowledge and legal mind (critical thinking) are 
compulsory. The professional basic subjects for training lawyer responsibility, legal ethics, and basic 
legal skills, will be taught by practitioners. We also offer fundamental-adjacent subjects including (but 
not limited to) Legal Philosophy and American Constitutional Law. The school also provides developmental 
and pioneering subjects such as Local Government Law, Social Security Law and Bankruptcy Law in the 
Home Lawyer Course. Subjects in the International Lawyer Course include Common Law Study Program 
in Hawaii, Private International Law, as well as Laws Regarding U.S. Military Bases.

法務研究科

Major Areas of Study

Professional Legal Study
● Education and Study to Nurture the Legal Profession

Juris Doctoral Program
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鹿児島大学大学院連合農学研究科

The United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences, established through the cooperation of teaching 
staffs, researchers and other members of the University of the Ryukyus, Saga University and 
Kagoshima University, is an independent institution offering a doctoral program in agriculture, forestry 
and fisheries development, and training for environmentally sound food production and technical 
innovation.
This institution aims to produce highly competent researchers mainly in producing and using resources 
from temperate to tropical zones, and also in international agricultural and fishery sciences, 
environmental agricultural and fishery sciences, and advanced bioscience. Furthermore, to develop a 
core institution for agricultural education and research in East Asia, the United Graduate School has 
established a program that accepts members of the working population and international students.

The United Graduate School of Agricultural 
Sciences, Kagoshima University

Major Areas of Study

Science of Bioresource
Production

● Tropical Bio-resource and Plant Resource Production
● Animal Resource Production
● Regional and Global Resource Economics

Biological Science and
Technology

● Bioscience and Biotechnology
● Food Science and Nutrition
● Advanced Life Science

Resources and Environmental 
Science of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries

● Environmental Science and Conservation Biology
● Regional Resource Environment Engineering
● Fisheries Science on Resources and Environments

Doctoral Program
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Admission Requirements and Application Procedures

Foreign applicants (non-Japanese nationals) desiring to enroll 
in the University of the Ryukyus may apply for admission as: 
1) undergraduate students, 2) graduate students, 3) research 
students, 4) auditors and 5) exchange students. In principle, 
applicants must be able to understand the Japanese language 
necessary for their studies.

出願資格と手続き

Undergraduate programs commence in April every year and require four years to graduate (except for the 
Department of Medicine, which is a six-year program). Foreign applicants eligible for admission as undergraduates 
are:

>> Those who have completed 12 years of formal education outside the Japanese educational system, 
　　
　　the Minister of Education; those who have passed the International Baccalaureate, the Abitur 
　　
       (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), and are 18 years of age or older by March 31 in 
　　the year of admission

>> Those who have taken the Examination for Japanese University Admission for International 
　　Students (EJU), which is held in June and November by the Japan Student Services Organization 
　　(JASSO), and who have taken all the subject tests required by the university. For the 
　　departments/courses requiring subject tests in the humanities, applicants must obtain 200 points 
　　or higher on the “Japanese as a Foreign Language” section and 200 points or higher (in total) on 
　　the “Japan and the World” and “Mathematics” sections. For the departments/courses requiring 
　　subject tests in science, applicants must obtain 200 points or higher on the “Japanese as a Foreign 
　　Language” section and 200 points or higher (in total) on the “Science” and “Mathematics” sections. 
      (Applicants of the Faculty of Agriculture must obtain an average score or higher of at least 3 out of 
       the 4 subjects of “Japanese as a Foreign Language”, “Science (2 subjects)”, and “Mathematics” (for 
      “Japanese as a Foreign Language”, the average score of the "Total" of " Listening and 
      Listening-Reading Comprehension" and "Reading Comprehension") among all applicants in each subject.). 

Application forms are available at the Entrance Examination Section. Entrance examinations are held at the various 
faculties in December, and the subjects that applicants are required to take may vary for each department. For 

who completed high school education in Japan, screening measures are the same as those for Japanese applicants.

For more Information, please visit the following website.
https://www.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/admissions/recruitment/

Undergraduate Students1
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in the Graduate School of Medicine requires four years.) Foreign applicants eligible for admission as graduate 
students are:

>>Those who have completed 16 years of formal education outside the Japanese educational system, 

     the Minister of Education (For admission to the Graduate School of Medicine, completion of 18 years 
     of formal education is required.)

>>Those who completed their university education or those who have an equivalent or higher level of 

      or higher level of academic ability for Doctoral Programs application

Application documents can be obtained from each graduate school. For more information about applications and 

refer to the last page for the contact information.)

　 

research period is up to one year and no academic degrees shall be awarded.
Research students may commence their research either in the first semester (starting in April) or the second 
semester (starting in October), except for the Faculty of Medicine.

Those eligible for admission as research students to the University's undergraduate programs must be applicants 
who have graduated from a university in Japan, or are recognized as possessing a level of academic ability equivalent 
to completion of a Bachelor's degree program at an institution of higher learning in Japan. 

by the respective graduate school to which the applicant is seeking admission, of which applicants are required 

University's undergraduate programs.

In line with university guidelines, application documents should be submitted to the appropriate faculty by 10th 

inquiries, please refer to the last page for the contact information.)

Graduate Students2

3 Research Students
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Auditors are those who are admitted for a period of not more than one year and who are authorized to take only 
the courses for which specific permission has been given by the instructors involved. No degree is granted to 
auditors, but credits may be given if students pass the relevant examinations. Auditors can begin their studies 

eligible for admission as auditors are:

>>Those who have completed 12 years of formal education (or an equivalent course of study) outside the Japanese 
　　educational system or those who have completed an equivalent course of study and have been designated as   

>>Those who completed their high school education in Japan or those who have an equivalent or higher level of 
　　academic ability

In line with university guidelines, application documents should be submitted to the appropriate faculty by 15th 

refer to the last page for the contact information.) For information regarding enrollment for Japanese language 
and Japanese culture subjects, please contact the Education Support Section (kykyotsu@acs.u-ryukyu.ac.jp).
(Auditors must have JLPT N2 level to apply for these classes.)

Ryukyus International Student Exchange (RISE) Program consists of Japan-Okinawa Studies Course, Glocal 
Leadership Course, Japanese Language Teacher Training Course and Major Studies Course. The program is an 
arrangement made between the University and our partner universities abroad that enables students to experience 

applicants eligible for admission as exchange students are:

　　ISEP

　　at their home Institution or be matriculated as graduate students. Those who are in junior colleges must be in 
　　

For more information regarding the program, please contact the Global Education Section (inbound@acs.u-ryukyu.
ac.jp).

4 Auditors

5 Exchange Students
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Japanese Language Classes

Japanese language classes are offered at the intermediate 
and advanced levels. Students may select the classes that 
is most appropriate to their language proficiency. At the 
same time, students may also study the history and culture 
of Japan and Okinawa by taking Japanese culture classes. In 
addition to admission as undergraduate or graduate students, 
international students may enroll for these classes as 
auditors (non-degree students).

日本語教育

Japanese language classes for international students include Japanese Language & Japanese Studies and 
Japanese Language Study.
Japanese language study courses are offered at introductory to early intermediate levels (A1 to B1).
Japanese Language and Japanese Studies courses are divided into intermediate to early advanced 
levels (B2 to C2). Undergraduate, graduate, research, and short-term exchange students must take a 
placement test during the prescribed period.
Students may take the course after receiving course guidance from the coordinator of Global Education 
Center.

Graduate students and research students may take courses in Japanese Language and Japanese Studies or Japanese 
Language Study depending on their Japanese level. But will not receive credit.
To take these courses, graduate students and research students must have prior permission from their academic advisors.

2 Non Credit Japanese Classes

1 Credit Japanese Classes
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Tuition and Other Expenses

Entrance examination fees, admission fees, and tuition are as follows:
The university provides private-expense students with partial exemption from tuition. This financial support is 
designed for undergraduate and graduate students with outstanding academic achievement who have extreme 

授業料等

Entrance Examination Fee Admission Fee Tuition

Undergraduate Students ¥ 17,000 ¥ 282,000 ¥ 535,800
(per year ) 

Graduate Students ¥ 30,000 ¥ 282,000 ¥ 535,800
(per year ) 

Students in Graduate School 
of Law ¥ 30,000 ¥ 282,000 ¥ 804,000

(per year ) 

Research Students ¥ 9,800 ¥ 84,600 ¥ 29,700
(per month ) 

Auditors ¥ 9,800 ¥ 28,200 ¥ 14,800
(per credit ) 

Accommodations
宿舎

The student dormitory houses both Japanese and international students. All rooms at the Ippan-to, Konju-to, Shin-
Konju-to and Shin-to are for single occupancy, and residents of the Ippan-to and Konju-to share the use of common 
kitchens and shower rooms. Units in the Shin-Konju-to and Shin-to are fully equipped with en-suite kitchens, shower 
rooms and toilets.

Monthly Rent Monthly Utilities Monthly Electricity Charges

Ippan-to
Atype ¥ 10,000 ¥ 9,400

Charged according to 
amount used

Btype ¥ 15,000 ¥ 5,000

Konju-to ¥ 15,000 ¥ 9,400

Shin-Konju-to ¥ 20,000 ¥ 5,000

Shin-to ¥ 25,000 ¥ 5,000

1 Student Dormitory
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The International House is designed to provide housing for international students and researchers. The 
House consists of single, couple and family rooms, and the term of residence for each type of room is 
one year. Single rooms are reserved primarily for short-term exchange students and are not open to 
application by other international students.

Monthly Rent Maintenance fee Monthly Water and Gas Charges Cleaning Fee

Couple ¥ 25,000

¥ 3,000
Charged according to 

amount used

¥ 39,600

Family ¥ 30,000 ¥ 47,300

Single ¥ 15,000 ¥ 33,000

Due to the limited availability of on-campus housing, the university is unable to accommodate all 
applications for university housing. Students have the alternative of selecting from a large number of 
privately-owned apartments located around the campus. In general, housing costs in Okinawa are lower 
compared to those of other larger cities in Japan.

2 University of the Ryukyus International House
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Scholarships for International Students
留学生のための奨学金

The Japanese Government (Monbukagakusho) Scholarship Program provides international students 
studying or conducting research at Japanese higher educational institutions with a monthly stipend and 
round-trip travel allowance under the sponsorship of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science 
and Technology (Monbukagakusho). Selection for a Japanese government scholarship is made either on 
the basis of a recommendation by the respective Japanese Embassy or on the basis of a recommendation 
by a Japanese university.

“Regarding the Japanese Government (Monbukagakusho) Scholarship Program.”

Japanese Government (Monbukagakusho) Scholarship Program

The Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO) offers a scholarship to privately funded international students with 
outstanding academic achievement and character who need financial support to continue their studies in Japan. (Non-regular 
students are not eligible.) 

2 Honors Scholarships for Privately Financed International Students

Most scholarships must be applied for in Japan after entering the university. Qualifications for 
application (including student status, major, nationality, and so on) vary depending on the type of 
scholarship and the sponsoring association/foundation. For detailed information, please refer to the 

3 Scholarships by International Associations and Private Foundations

1
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Understanding differences in culture and acquiring international perspectives

In line with its guiding principle of embodying a global outlook, the University of the Ryukyus actively 
promotes educational and research exchange with its overseas partner universities and institutions. 
The University currently has academic exchange agreements with 137 universities and institutions in 44 
regions and countries worldwide (as of February 6 2024), including student exchange agreements with 
110 universities. Students are encouraged to enrich their worldviews and gain broader perspectives by 
taking advantage of opportunities to study overseas through our comprehensive short-term student 
exchange programs, which allow students time abroad at our partner universities while remaining as full-
time students at the University.

Annual international students number (as of May 1 of each year)

2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

Privately Financed 238 208 199 233 253

Japanese Gov. scholarship 46 54 45 45 45

Okinawa Pref. scholarship 6 0 0 0 0

Foreign Gov. scholarship 2 3 2 1 0

Total 292 265 246 279 298

Top 5 international students (as of May 1, 2023) International students by status

Country/Region Number

1 China 69

2
South Korea

36

3
Taiwan

35

4
Afghanistan

27

5
Indonesia

17

Graduate students

133 (44.6%)

Undergraduate students

66 (22.1%)

Special Auditors

82 (27.6%)

Auditors

2 (0.7%)
Research Students

14 (4.7%)

Total

298

27

Special Research Students

1 (0.3%)
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International Students by Nationality (May 1, 2023)

Academic Exchange Agreements by Region and Country (44 country/area, 137 university) (as of February 6, 2024)

●Germany(2)

France(6) ●

● Italy(4)
● Spain(4)

Egypt(1) ●

Sierra Leone(1) ● ● Benin(1)
● Nigeria(3)

Niger(2) ●

● Tanzania(1)

● Kenya(1)

● Nepal(1)
Iran(1) ● ● Afghanistan(27)

Mongolia(4) ●

China(69) ●

● Pakistan(6)
Bangladesh(6) ●
India(8) ●

Sri Lanka(3) ●
The Maldives(1) ● Malaysia(2) ●

● Laos(2)
● Thailand(3)
● Vietnam(4)

● Korea(36)

● Taiwan(35)

● Philippines(10)

● Palau(1)

● Indonesia(17)

● Marshall Islands(1)

● U.S.A(14)

● Argentina(2)
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● The Dominican republic(1)

● Brazil(1)

● Tonga(1)

Region (Number) Country/Area (Number) Name of Unievrsity

Asia (83)

India (2)
Madan Mohan Malaviya University of Technology, 
Atal Bihari Vajapayee Indian Institute of Information Technology and Management, Gwalior

Indonesia (9)

Sam Ratulangi University, Bogor Agricaultural University, Diponegoro University, Universitas Syiah Kuala, 
University of Halu Oleo, Airlangga University, Hasanuddin University, University of Mataram, Udayana University

Cambodia (1) Institute of Technology of Cambodia

Singapore (1) Nanyang Technological University

Sri Lanka (2)
University of Ruhuna
University of SriJayerdenepura

Thailand (5)
Chulalongkon University, Thammasat University, Khon Kaen University, Chiang Mai University, King 

Korea (13)

Keimyung University, Jeju National University, Sunchon National University, University of Seoul, Yonsei 
University, Mokpo National University, Hoseo University, Chunbuk National University, Sungkyunkwan 
University, Kyung Hee University, Korea University, Kyonggi University, Changwon National University

Taiwan (22)

National Taiwan University, National Sun Yat-Sen University, National Taiwan Ocean University, Tunghai 
University, National University of Tainan, National Penghu University of Science and Technology, National 
Yunlin University of Science and Technology, National Taiwan University of Science and Technology, 
College of Medicine, Taipei Medical University, Wenzao Ursuline University of Languages, Chinese Culture 
University, Kainan University, Taipei City University of Science and Technology, Chun Yuan Christian 
University, National Dong Hwa University, Soochow University, Feng Chia University, National Quemoy 
University, Fu Jen Catholic University, Providence University, National Formosa University, National 
University of Kaohsiung

China (12)

Sun Yat-Sen University Zhongshan School of Medicine, Central South University of Forestry and 
Technology, Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou University, Yunnan Agricultural University, Yanbian 
University, Huazhong University of Science & Technology, University of International Business and 
Economics, Dalian Polytechnic University, Xiamen University of Technology, Hainan University, Ocean 
University of China 

Bangladesh (1) Rajshahi University of Engineering & Technology

Philippines (2) University of the Philippine, Mabalacat City College

●Ukraine(1)

Eritrea(1) ●

● Canada(1)

Cameroon(1) ●

● Syria(1)

● Switzerland(1)

Sweden(2) ●

● Solomon Islands(1)

    ●
Togo(1)

● Peru(1)

Portugal(1) ●

Myanmar(2) ●

● Romania(1)

● Hong Kong(1)
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Region (Number) Country/Area (Number) Name of Unievrsity

Asia (83)

Vietnam (7)

Vietnam National University of Agriculture, Vietnam National University, Hanoi, Vietnam National 
University-Ho Chi Minh City, Hanoi University of Science and Technology, Thai Nguyen University, Hanoi 
Medical University, Hanoi National University of Education

Malaysia (1) Sabah Forestry Department

Myanmar (2) University of Information Technology, University of Veterinary Science, Yezin

Mongolia (1) Mongolian University of Science and Technology

Laos (2) National University of Laos, University of Health Sciences, Lao PDR

Oceania (11)

Australia (2) University of Canberra, James Cook University

Samoa (1) National University of Samoa

Tonga (1) Atenisi University

New Zealand (1) Victoria University of Wellington

Papua New Guinea (1)
University of Papua New Guinea

Palau (1) Palau Community College

Fiji (1)

New Caledonia (1)
University of New Caledonia

Marshall Islands (1) College of the Marshall Islands

Micronesia (1) College of Micronesia-FSM

North America (16)
U.S.A (14)

University of Hawai'i at Hilo, University of Hawai‘i – Kaua‘i Community College, University of Hawai‘i 
Community Colleges, University of California, Davis, University of California,SantaCruz, University of 
Nevada, Reno, Fort Lewis College, Ball State University, Eastern Michigan University, Kapiolani Community 
College

Canada (2)
University of Prince Edward Island, Memorial University of Newfoundland 

South America (6)

Argentine (1) Universidad Nacional de La Plata

The Dominican Republic (1)
Universidad Iberoamericana

Bolivia (2)
Universidad Privada de Santa Cruz de la Sierra
Universidad Autónoma Gabriel René Moreno

Brazil (2) University of Saô Paulo, University of Brasilia

Europe (18)

Italy (1) Sapienza University of Rome

U.K. (3)

Republic of Kosovo (1) University of Prishtina "Hasan Prishtina"

Sweden (1) University of Gothenburg

Spain (3) Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, University of La Laguna, University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria

Germany (1) Heinrich-Heine-Universität Düsseldorf

France (5)
Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, Université de Lille, Université Toulouse Jean Jaurès, Université 
Toulouse 1 Capitole, Université de Rennes 1

Poland (2)

Russia (1) Far Eastern Federal University

The Middle East (3)
Afghanistan (1) Kabul University

Iran (1) University of Tehran

Turkey (1) Pamukkale University 30

沖縄県の紹介
Introduction of Okinawa

Okinawa prefecture consists of the main island of Okinawa and more than 160 smaller islands (each 
more than 0.01 square kilometers in land area), resulting in a total land area of approximately 2,280 
square kilometers (880 square miles). Okinawa has a population of roughly 1.45 million. Its capital city, 
Naha, is a busy center of commerce and culture that also serves as a gateway to mainland Japan and the 
rest of the world. Okinawa prefecture is located at the southernmost tip of the archipelago of Japan 
and has a subtropical climate. The average annual temperature is 23 degrees Celsius (approximately 
72 degrees Fahrenheit). There is no snowfall in winter and lowest temperatures rarely fall below 10 
degrees Celsius (50 degrees Fahrenheit). Okinawa sees a relatively large amount of rainfall that totals 
an approximate 2,000 mm of precipitation in a year. The average annual humidity is 74% and typhoons, 
or tropical cyclones, are frequent in the summer months. Okinawa is famous for its rich and diverse 
natural environment. Owing to a warm ocean current called the Black Current (kuroshio), most of the 
islands in Okinawa are surrounded by beautiful coral reefs that attract numerous tourists from mainland 
Japan and overseas.
During its years as the independent Ryukyu Kingdom, Okinawa conducted active trade with China, 

countries. Today, Okinawa retains many aspects of its unique cultural traditions such as festivals, dance, 
music, and arts and crafts. Well-known Okinawan cultural activities and festivals include eisa folk dances 
(a drum and dance tradition to appease ancestral spirits), haarii (dragon boat races), and the giant tug-
of-war festival. People in Okinawa place great emphasis on ancestral worship, and this has strongly 

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec.

Degrees (℃ ) 17 17 19 21 24 27 29 29 28 25 22 19

Average Monthly Temperatures in Okinawa 
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Zenhoren Sta on
(University Hall)
全保連ステーション
（大学会館）

University Library
附属図書館

Interna onal House
国際交流会館

Cafeteria & Bookstore
中央食堂・生協

Arts General Research Center
文系総合研究棟

Global Educa on Center
国際教育センター

University Hospital
大学病院

General Educa on Center
共通教育棟

University Museum
風樹館

R's Kitchen (Cafeteria)
R's Kitchen （北食堂）

Senbaru Dormitory
千原寮

Fac. of Humani es and 
Social Sciences
人文社会学部

Fac. of Educa on
教育学部

Fac. of Science
理学部

Fac. of Engineering
工学部

Fac. of Medicine
医学部

Fac. of Agriculture
農学部

東口

北口

南口
Fac. of Global and 
Regional Studies
国際地域創造学部
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For more information about the University of the Ryukyus, please refer to the website: 
http://www.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/

 https://ges.skr.u-ryukyu.ac.jp/

Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences
E-mail: hbgakmu@acs.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Development
E-mail: ktgakumu@acs.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Graduate School of Law
E-mail: hbhkdak@acs.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Faculty of Science

(Science Course)
E-mail: rggakmu@acs.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

E-mail: kggakmu@acs.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

E-mail: kogakuko@acs.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

E-mail: kigakmu@acs.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Faculty of Medicine
Graduate School of Medicine
E-mail: igznyusen@acs.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Graduate School of Health Sciences
E-mail: igznyusen@acs.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

Faculty of Agriculture
Graduate School of Agriculture
The United Graduate School of Agricultural Sciences 
Kagoshima University
E-mail: nggakmu@acs.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

E-mail: nsnsd1@acs.u-ryukyu.ac.jp

University of the Ryukyus
1 Senbaru, Nishihara-cho, Nakagami-gun, Okinawa 903-0213 JAPAN
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